
II Indiana State
University
OffIce of the President

May 2, 1997

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong,

SUNSHINE PERIOD
MAl ,".6 1991

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications Commission is considering funding the
Universal Service requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 in part through major
increases in business Subscriber Line Charges, through imposition of a new pre-subscribed line
surcharge on all business lines, and through a surcharge on each pager and cellular telephone.
Whether intended or not, such charges would adversely impact non-profit, tax supported
institutions like Indiana State University. Our budgets are already under severe strain in
accommodating the extremely rapid growth in the application of information technology in higher
education. A further increase in expenses would require either a like increase in appropriations
from state tax monies, an increase in tuition, or scaling back our own programs to support
primary and secondary school enhancements. We do not believe such was the intent of
Congress, and ask that consideration be given to exempting non-profit organizations from any
increase in the Subscriber Line Charge and from payment of the pre-subscribed line and pager
cellular telephone surcharges.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

~John Moore
President

cc: Senator Richard Lugar
Senator Daniel Coats
U.S. Representative Edward Pease

Terre Haute. Indiana 47809
(812) 237-4000
FAX: (812) 237-7948
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RachelJe B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
]919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

~UNSHINEPERIOD

MAY ....~6 1997

I write in SUpp0l1 of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discounl rales for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Jnternet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom Our local telephone compan~v has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. \Vt would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more aftluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on ail
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students

1 urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community'S diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions. if adopted by the FCC.
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans

Sincerely.

(J~ It~~
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Daytona Beach Community Collage
P-O.80x2811
1200 Int-mational Speedway Blvd.
Daytona Beach. Florida 32120-2811
Phone (904) 255-1831
FAX (904) 254-4400
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To: Reed E. Hundt, Chairman, Federal Communications Commls.ion

From: Charlene Evans, director of Telecommunications and Computing Support

Pax: 202.418.2801

Phone;

Pages: 1

Date: May 6, 1997

Re: Ex Parte Communication In CC Docket NO. 96-262
cc: .lam.. E. Quello, Commissioner 202.418.2802

Raehell. B. Cho"9, Commls.1on

Su.an Ness, Commissioner

Brtan Molr, Atty. ACUTA

,Jeri Semer, ACUTA,

202,418.2820

202.418.2821

606.278.3268

606..278.3268

xU"ent

.Commen~

o For Review o Please Comment 0 Pl.... Reply CJ P..... Recycle

As presently constructed the proposal referenced above would significantly Increase the cost of
telecommunications services for our institution. As proposed, these changes could increase our
monthly telephone charges by as much as 58%. If enacted, this proposal could increase our current
operational budget by over $75.000 per year. Although our use of cellular and paging units is limited at
present. our mu1ti-campus environment will require increased us of these devices. The budget Impact
referenced above does not take into account the increases proposed in the wireless service unit areas.

This proposal, aimed at providing discounted telecommunications services for K-12 schools, libraries
and rural health facilities should be carefully considered. The intent of the proposal would be seriously
compromised If the access provided at these InstitUtions caused an equal and opposite scenario at
institUtions of higher education. The net effect might well be in direct opposition to the total purpose of
providing accessibility to higher education through distance learning and expanded student access to
knowledge bases through out the world.

I
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May 6, 1997

second residential lines have become a desirable component In the total plan of time and place
independent learning. The proposal to raise the Sloe cap on second residential lines does not
encourage individual faculty initiative and could represent an additional burden for students Involved in
dis1ance learning classes.

You are enoouraged to look carefully at the possible adVerse effects this proposal could have, and
explore solutions that could produce the desired results without placing an increased finical burden on
institutions of higher education.

• Page2

I
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. In addition to Congressman H~tcrt. this lener v. as sent to the following Me~~p~cJ!~use

and Senate Commerce Committees: . N t:L,; t: BV c.:D
The Honorable Greg Ganske

The Honorable Scott Klug

-DIC Honorable Richard M. Burr

The Honorable John Shimkus

The Honorable John Ashcroft

The Honorable Sam Brovvnback

NAY .•.6 1991

Fedtlll Communlc:lfJon. Commillion
• OlYfce of StcnIary
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May 6. ]997

The Honorable J Dennis Hastert
United States House of Representatives
2241 Rayburn
Washi ng1on, DC 20515

Dear Represenr~tiveHasten:

P. 02/02

La<.;t December, the Federal Conununications Con: missiun initiated the most signitlcant phase of its
implementation of [he new telecommunications law--its universal service and interstate access
charges. Recent reports on the FCC's progress ill s~tting these rates are extremely disturbing for
mul{i-line users like Deere & Company and other l·usinesses both large and small. According to {he
International Communications Association, iftht' FCC's most recen1 proposal is adopted overall
multi-line users' interstate costs could increase b:: almost $3 billion. This total approximaIes the
amount the Commission plans to a110l.d:lt~ for helpir g connect public K-12 schools, libraries and rural
health care facilities to the Internet.

We do nor question the wisdom of improving th~se entities' access to this communications and
informational tool, but find the proposed funding mechanism objcction~ble. If not modified, a
societal goal \\lith widespread general application v 'ill be financed primarily by industries unrelated
to telccommuuications.

Dccn: & Company estimates the multi-line user .;;urcharge for Internet services would cost the
company over $1 million annually. We urge the f,n-mulatiun ofa more acceptable solution to this
funding need.

Sincerely,

/.- '; .1/10",
U.J / \ :.-ou (}~Cv--
William M. Coopman
Telecommunications Regulatory Affairs

cc: Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Commissioner James D. Quello
Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner Susan Ness
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I NKMCommualClllonl Commlnion
Offlce ofSecIIlIIy

,l)lrJ,",,'II? COlJl'11Y GEJ'IIIY)ll. J-JOSPJ1I-l/.
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FAX': 918-465-3755

FAX COVER SHEET
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PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY UPON RECEIPT

TO~ tMl7L (),-- _

RE: _
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

THE DOCUMENTS ACCOMPANYING TillS TRANSMISSION CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMATION INTENDED FOR A SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL AND PURPOSE. THE
INFORMATION IS PRIVATE AND IS LEGALLY PROTECTED BY LAW. IF YOU
ARE NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE THEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY
DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION OR THE TAKING OF ANY ACTION IN
RELIANCE ON THE CONTENTS OF THIS TELECOPIED INFORMATION IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED.
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Commissioner Rachelle Chong
Fax: 202-418-2820
May 5, 1,:}'37

Dear Commissioner Chong,

At the present time, we here at Latimer County General
Hospital have the ~guipment needed to provide a Telemedicine
Service, but we are presently quoted a $14.00/mile per month
cost for the line. We are in such a remote area, that any
facility that we could refer to, would be at least 100 miles
away, whb:h w,:rLlld be $1400.00 PEP MqNTH!

Because of our rural location and the size of our facility,
we simply could not afford this cost. As a small, county
facility, we are barely keeping our doors open as it is. We
are at least 35 miles away from the nearest larger hospital,
and we were counting on Telemedicine to enable us to improve
our service to our patients, but unless we receive some
subsidy, we will not be able to use this innovative
technology, which is now being offered in so many areas.

On behalf of our Hospital Board and Medical Staff, I ask your
support in granting a subsidy to make the cost of
Telemedicine affordable in our area, and all similar rural
areas.

Thank you for any help you can provide~

ospital Administrator

JDM/ca,j
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~ """ Newman,-r Memorial
llUhJ\~ Hospital

~
Commissioners
FCC Commission
washington, D.C.

Dear Commissioner chong:

~UNSHINEPERIOD

May 5, 1997

MAl ..•.6.1997

Fedtlll Communicltloftl ComlRlnlon
0trIce of 8tGr1IIIy

We are writing to reque~t your support to vote on the universal
service policy which ~s part of the implementation of the
telecommunications Act of 1996. The key provision of the Act mandates
the FCC to direct Telecommunications subsidies to schoolS I libraries
and rural heal thcare providers. As a rural heal th provider, we are
extremely concerned about the effect of continuing the current rates
and the potential for providing the services through this medium. The
key to the provisions is the fact that distance charges currently
prohibit most providers from the distance charges on a monthly basis.
Without the subsidization of distance charges, the Telecommunication
Acts benefits for rural health providers would be minimal.

Although we are fortunate to have non-toll charge access to an
Internet service provider, it is clear that in other areas this is not
available. Therefore, the proposal to support ISP charges is requested
to also be supported in this vote so that improved access for
information and services may be achieved for rural providers.

Thank you for your important consideration of these facts. Your
positive vote in support of the universal service policy 'Nould be
greatly appreciated.

Rep;;M~

Gary W. Mitchell, eRE
Chief Executive Officer

GWM/vC

"'Heritage ofHealtb., Future ofWellness"
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May 5,1997

Commissioner Jim QueUo 2021418-2802
Commissioner Rachelle Chong 202/418-2820
Commissioner Susan Ness 2021418-2821
Federal Communications Commission

VIA FAX

Dear Commissioner:

NO. 295 [;101

RlZ:CEHJED
NAY ..,.~6. 1991

I

Fed.,., CommunicltJon
Otrice ats-::mmlttlon

Please vote to extend REAL universal service to rural America this week.

Colusa Community Hospital is a small rural hospital in Northern California. This request for
help is sent via FAX because 60 miles north of the Califomia's state capital we still do not have
totl-free intemet access.

Later this week, you Will be voting on Whether small rural hospitals like ours can have
reasonable access rates to the same telecommunications services our urban neighbors have
enjoyed for several years. I urge you to help make this happen! Rural America has been
bypassed by the information super-highway because neither the FCC nor the state PUCs has
made it a priority.

I know the value of telemedicine in nJral health. Our hospital is one of the "top ten
telemedicine sites" in the nation (December, Telemedidne and Telehealth Networt<s). We
have tested and proven the concept of linking rural health professionals With urban consultants
to improve the health of our patients. The lack of access to an adequate telecommunications
network denies this technology to most of rural America. Please help tear down this wall by
voting to eliminate or subsidize the onerous distance charges levied by the camers.

As the Chairman of California's Rural Hospital Association, I know your vote will have a
dramatic impact on our 75 small and rural hospitals. Access to the intemet and realistic toll
charges will make high quality medical services available to all Americans. The purpose of the
Telecommunications Act of 1998 is to level the health playing field between urban and rural
residents. Without your vote to reduce the cost of rural access that won't happen.

Sincerely,

~~f3Q----d
Edward C. Bland, FACHE
Chief Executive Officer

cc: Congressman Vic Fazio (D-CA)
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Madison Medical Center
P.O. Bo:r431

100 Sowll Wood at Collt:gl:
F~~dEric1Jo .....n. Mjssowri 63645

573·783-3141
Fax 573-783-1096

SUNSHINE PERIOD

May 5. 1997

Commissioner Rachelle Chong, Republican
Fax; (202) 418-2820

Dear Ms. Chong:

Appro~ima~ely four years ago, Madison Medical Center a~t:empted a
tele-radiology program with Missouri Baptist Medical Center in St. Louis.
Missouri; however, dua to the extreme cost of t:he necessary phone lines, MMC
was unable to afford the 'Cele-radiology program. We would appreciate the
opportunity to participate in Le.le-medicine programs if they were more
affordable. I am in full support of reduced rates so that rural communities
would have bett:er access to care from larger institutions,

If I can be of any further assistance, please feel free to contact me,

Sincerely,

d/dLJ~J
Floyd D. Bounds
Administrator

PDB:mlb

An ......u:tll"l~"" .....n1lw/Affinl"'llv" -"'tlOll Emalov.r - 5c'''l<:c! and I'nIJlTI\ITl$ Pr1>Y1dal 0" A NondbainllniLory !l;ull



William Hamilton, Ed.D.
Assistant Superintendent for Curricu1~ IC-U

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N,W" Room 844
Washington, D,C, 20554

Dear Commissioner Chong:

SUNSHINE PERIOD

Walled Lake Consolidated Schools
1:'"] ,- _/_." ""~ "" '"~'.''','''~'·i ~'~" " tim" ' ; { ;", .• '
• ,:, 'IJf, I I',' .'"',,"., -, ucational Services Center

MAY 6 .sso Ladd Road, Building D
,I ....... 199/ Walled Llke,M1 W90

Phone: 8101960-8314
Federal Communlcltlon. commlaalon FAX: 8101624-3123

April 30, 1997 OffIce of SecI'ItaIy

I am writing to thank you for your dedication and commitment to ensure that all schools
have afIordable access to the information highway. The creation of a Universal Service Fund to
discount telecommunication services for every school and library in the country is the first major
initiative to address the needs ofour nation's students, This joint effort between the government
and businesses will provide the schools with the electronic communications that will allow us to
prepare our students tor the workforce oftomorrow, I am very disappointed to hear that some
telecommunications providers are attempting to undermine this implementation plan by drastically
reducing the size of the Universal Service Fund and eliminating the guaranteed discounts tor key
areas such as classroom connections and Internet use, I am confident, however, that your support
of the joint boards discount plan tor the universal service tor all schools and libraries in the nation
will provide for the best educational environment for our students. Your support of this major
initiative is truly appreciated.

Sincerely, ...___-

~i}.~
William A. Hamilton, Ed,D,
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, K-12

WAH:rih

We',.. ",",king tomorrow!
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

SUNSHINE PERIOD RECEiVED
NAY ....61991

FtcItfII Communlclllo81 CORunlnion
Offlce or8toNfaIy

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to affard Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services tIlat are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
wi II make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrov/s workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC.
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

~~v{



May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
]9] 9 M S1. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

SUNSHINE PERIOD

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for al1 our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in al1 classrooms and libraries wil1 assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom wil1 also create in formed and skil1ed consumers of new technology well
into the 2]st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to ha\·e the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercial1y available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a ful1 range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
wil1 make advanced technology for learning available to al1 Americans.

Sincerely,
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

NAY ..6 '"1

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of ne\v technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deepeI discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,

ii~ t!- ~~(Ii/~,",,~-o~)
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
]9] 9 M S1. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for ail schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation1s
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in todais and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY "..6.1991,

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recomrr.endations 'would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

J urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions. if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

Sincerely,
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Dear Commissioner Chong:
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I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.
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May 1, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M S1. J\TW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure servi ces at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all America:ns.

Sincerely,
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Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St. NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21 st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantl):, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learnim! available to all Americans.
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Federal Communications Commission
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Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Commissioner Chong:
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I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates i'or alJ schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend access to each classroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a fuJI ram.l:e of services needed to meet each

'-'

community's diverse needs. wlost importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC.
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans

Sincerely,
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Conemaugh Valley School District
14S1 FrankstownRoad
Jolmstown, PA IS902
April 30, 1m

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Fede'" Communklltlon. Corn__
Ofrlclof8ecnllry

I am a member oftile Conemaugh Valley School District's Technology Committee, and I
would like to tbIDk you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the FederaI-8tate Joint Boerd discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest will have the opportuDity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion ofinternal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for prep&ring the work force oftomorrow.

The Conemaugh Valley School District would use the discounts to develop secondary
and elementary school wide area networks which would provide Internet connectivity for
approximately 1200 elementaJy and secondary school students and staff.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to ft:d1y support the Joint Board·s discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

SincerelY., I '
2~4~~
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Federal Communication, Commillion
OffIce of SecrIlIry

Conemaugh Valley School District
14S1 Fnnkstown Road
JobDstown, PA IS902
April 30, 1997

Dear Commissioner Chong:

lam a member oftile Conemaugh Valley School District's Technology CommiUee, and I
would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have
affordable access to the Information 8upeIbighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guaI'IDtce that even the poorest will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-leaming opportunities. The $2.2S billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion ofinternal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for preparing the work force oftomorrow.

The Conemaugh Valley School District would use the discounts to develop secondary
and e1emental'y school wide area netwoJts which would provide Internet connectivity for
approximately 1200 elementary and secondary school students and statf.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Tbankyou.



Conemaugh Valley School District
14'1 Frsnkstown Road
Jolmstown, PA IS902
April 30, 1m

Dear Commissioner Chong:

SUNSHINE PERIOD

I am a member of the Conemaugh Valley School District's Technology Committee, and I
would lite to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and h1mlries will have
affordable access to the Infmmation SupcrlUghway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federa1-8tate Joint Boerd discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest will have the opportunity to connect to the Intcmet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The 52.15 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools and, importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Yom inclusion ofintemal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is
essential for prepering the work force oftomorrow.

The Conemaugh Valley School District would use the discounts to develop secondary
and elemcntaly school wide area netwoJts which would provide Internet connectivity for
approximately 1200 elementaJy and secondary school students and staff.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommUDieations services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
JibJaries.

ThaDkyou.


